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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, PINT, BE 

SUBJECT: ATTITUDE OF BELGIAN POLITICAL PARTIES TOWARD 
NATO 

REF: USNATO 4567,171648Z JUN 77 

1 . ON JUNE 16, THE BELGIAN PARLIAMENT DEBATED THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S 1977 DEFENSE BUDGET AND ADJUSTMENTS TO 1976 DEFENSE 
BUDGET. THE DISCUSSION BROUGHT OUT THE VIEWS OF ALL MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES ON DEFENSE QUESTIONS AND, BY EXTENSION, 

ON BELGIUM'S PARTICIPATION IN NATO. 

2. THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY (PSC/CVP) WHICH HEADS THE 
CURRENT COALITION GOVERNMENT, PREDICTABLY CAME OUT FOUR- 
SQUARE FOR NATO. THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION OF CONTINUING 
"FIDELITY TO THE NATO DEFENSE ALLIANCE" WAS PRESENTED BY 
DEFENSE MINISTER VANDEN BOEYNANTS (PSC). 

3. THE SOCIALIST PARTY (PSB/BSP) HAS TRADITIONALLY 
EMPHASIZED DOMESTIC ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL WELFARE OVER MILI- 
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TARY SPENDING. NOW PART OF PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS' 

SECOND COALITION GOVERNMENT, THE SOCIALIST PARTY HAS 
MUFFLED ITS ANTI-MILITARIST DRUMS. THE PSB DEFENSE 
SPOKESMAN SAID THE PARTY WILL GO ALONG WITH DEFENSE POLICY 
AND PROPOSED EXPENDITURES "NOT WITH ENTHUSIASM BUT WITH A 
CERTAIN SERENITY." THE SOCIALIST PARTY WILL NEVERTHELESS 
CONTINUE TO URGE THAT BELGIUM'S NATO SPENDING BE HELD, 
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IF POSSIBLE, AT THE 1977 LEVEL. 

4. THE VOLKSUNIE (VU), WHICH NORMALLY ANALYZES DEFENSE 
ISSUES FROM THE NARROW PERSPECTIVE OF FLEMISH NATIONALIST 
INTERESTS, HAS LONG EXHIBITED A PACIFIST STRAIN. 
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ASSERTING THAT "WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PARTISANS OF NATO," 
DEFENSE SPOKESMAN (MATTHEYSSENS) OFFERED A CHARACTERISTIC 
ENDORSEMENT OF THE DEFENSE POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT VU 
HAS JOINED. MATTHEYSSENS CALLED FOR AN END OF THE COSTLY 
EAST- WEST ARMS RACE, ENCOURAGEMENT OF MILITARY REFORMS 
FAVORABLE TO FLEMISH INTERESTS AND SUPPORT OF MEASURES 
TO IMPROVE MILITARY MORALE. 

5. THE LIBERAL PARTY (PVV/PRLW), WHICH WAS PART OF 
GOVERNMENT WHEN THE BUDGET WAS DRAWN UP BUT IS NOW 
IN OPPOSITION, INDICATED THAT IT WILL ABSTAIN WHEN THE 
DEFENSE BUDGET IS VOTED FOR PARTY POLITICAL REASONS, NOT 
BECAUSE OF SUBSTANTIVE OBJECTIONS. 

6. THE OTHER OPPOSITION PARTY, THE WALLOON RALLY (RW), 

DID NOT SPEAK IN THE DEFENSE DEBATE. 

7. THE COMMUNIST PARTY (PCB), ATTEMPTING TO MAKE 
POLITICAL HAY, ATTACKED THE SOCIALISTS ON THE BASIS OF 
THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT PRESENTATION OF THE 
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CONTINUING SOVIET MILITARY BUILDUP, WHICH THE PCB 
SPOKESMAN (LEVAUX) FLATLY DENIED. 

8. COMMENT. WORLD WAR II CONFIRMED BELGIUM'S AWARENESS 
OF ITS NEED TO PARTICIPATE IN A DEFENSIVE ALLIANCE, 

AN AWARENESS WHICH HAS BECOME THE MAINSTAY OF ITS 
FOREIGN POLICY. THE JUNE 16 DEBATE REAFFIRMS THE 
CENTRALITY OF THAT AWARENESS AND, WITH NUANCES ACCORDING 
TO PARTY, REAFFIRMS THE CONTINUED PROFOUND SUPPORT 
FROM RIGHT TO LEFT FOR NATO IN BELGIUM. CHAMBERS 
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